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Happy Holidays everyone.  Hope the season has been as
enjoyable for you and your family as it has for mine.  The new
year will bring many challenges with it, but I’m sure we will
weather the storm and bring success to our squadrons and the district.  We all
love boating…that is the reason we will persevere.

The Nominating Committee has prepared a great slate for 2016.  We have
representation from across the district which should help bring a broad
perspective to the bridge.  I know they are looking forward to getting started as
soon as possible and will be contacting many of you to help with the various
committees.  Please think long and hard about what you would like to do to
help the organization grow.  If you are called, I hope you will say give them a
resounding “YES”.  When we all pull together and the tasks get spread around,
everyone benefits and no one has to spend a huge amount of time.

If you think you might want to go south for a winter vacation, you should
consider attending the USPS annual meeting in Orlando.  What a great place for
a February convention.  There is so much to do…and you can still attend a few
meetings.  At the time I was writing this article, 90% of the block had been
reserved.  So you need to make up your mind quickly.

I don’t know how many of you have seen the Virtual Trainer developed by
USPS in partnership with the USCG, but you will have an opportunity to see it,
play with it and help others use it if you sign up to stand watch at the
McCormick Place boat show in January.  This should be an exciting event and
we need lots of help.  Give P/C Jim Geske, AP-IN a call and volunteer to help
out.

D/Lt/C Mike Ludtke, SN-IN has put together an interesting and diversified
program for the Squadron Development Workshop.  You do not need to be an
officer to attend; there is something for everyone.  Full details are included in
this newsletter.  Review the agenda, then put the date on your calendar and plan
to attend.

Skokie Valley will be hosting the Spring Conference in March.  They have a fun
party planned for Friday night with Chuck Drager returning to entertain us.
Saturday will have an interesting speaker who will talk about the Viking Ship
that sailed from Norway to Chicago in 1893 and is displayed in Geneva IL.
And Sunday there will be a tour of a local winery with the opportunity to taste
samples of a variety of different wines.  This should be a fun weekend and an
opportunity to renew old acquaintances…and make new friends.

Our three-sided mission is to (1) provide a service to the public with our classes
and VSC’s (2) to increase our understanding of maritime practices and (3) to
have fun.  We do an excellent job with our classes, standing watch at boat
shows and conducting vessel safety checks.  We have either taken all the classes
that have been offered, or are planning to take a few more.  And we certainly
know how to have fun.  Attending the Chicago Boat Show, the Squadron
Development Workshop and the Spring Conference addresses all three sides of
our mission.  Why not make a new year’s resolution to become more involved
in our boating club.  Try to attend all three of the next district events.  Hope to
see you there….
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D/Lt/C Harvey Young, SN-IN

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE
OFFICER

Normally boating season comes to a halt at this time of year.  Unfortunately on the Illinois River boating never got off to
a good start in 2015 with high water and severe flooding.   After the floods ebbed, the river had a lot of floating debris
making boating conditions rather scary.   Recreational boating on the Illinois River during the 2015 boating season was
probably down 75% from 2014.  Recreational boating prior to this year had already dropped by nearly three quarters of
the number of boats on the river compared to eight to ten years ago.   Ten years ago we would see more than a hundred
boats on the river and Peoria Lake on weekend days.  This past summer if we would see eight or ten boats and two dozen
recreational boats at a time it was a rare sight.  I did Vessel Safety Checks on at least ten boats that did not leave the
marina all summer.  Let’s hope for better conditions for boating in 2016.

On a brighter theme, the D/20 Fall Conference at Bloomington was a festive party and a very well executed conference
and council.  Commander Pat did great work keeping the meetings moving within the constraints of time.  Everyone I
spoke with after the meetings were well satisfied with the results.  Kudos to the Mid-Illini Squad that ran a well oiled
machine for the weekend.   The Commander’s meeting was lively as we discussed opportunities our squadrons might
seize upon to spur growth in our organization.  We also discussed possible deterrents to our success and how we might
handle or prevent them.  Thanks to all the commanders who contributed to the discussion and ideas.  We are blessed with
a good group of squadron leaders in D/20.

The D/20 Cruise and Rendezvous for 2016 will be at the IVY Club in Peoria on 30 July 2016.  Stay tuned as Illinois
Valley prepares their brochure and presentation for this event.  It should be ready by Squadron Development time
scheduled for 6 February 2016.  There is a lot to see and do in Peoria including two large screen theaters, 1 iMax, and a
new state of the art Planetarium for all the celestial navigation types and just plain stargazers.  And, of course, the D/20
Cruise and Rendezvous!  Tentatively, registration will be electronically.   Meals will not need to be paid in advance and
prices are very reasonable.  The facility is handicap friendly.    Illinois Valley will provide several methods for securing
housing for the event without worrying about deadlines.  And slips should be available for D/20 members arriving by
boat.  Details are coming soon so be sure to put this on your calendar for 30 July 2016.
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Teaching Aids:
Seamanship – Marci Sallmann, Waukegan
Engine Maintenance – Gary Magnuson, Mid Illini
Weather - Gary Magnuson, Mid Illini
Best of Show – Gary Magnuson, Mid Illini

ABC – Outstanding Presentation:
3rd – Chicago
2nd - Skokie Valley
1st – Kankakee

Educational Achievement:
3rd – Rockford
2nd – Waukegan
1st – Mid Illini

Prince Henry:
3rd – Rockford
2nd – Waukegan
1st – Mid Illini

Educational Proficiency:
Larry Fleck, Michigan City
Bill Jenkins, Michigan City
Jeff Sandkam, Fox Valley

Membership:
3rd – Decatur
2nd - Michigan City
1st – Mid Illini

Membership Retention:
3 Way Tie - Mid Illini, Decatur, & Two Rivers

Membership Growth:
3rd – Michigan City
2nd – Rockford
1st – Mid Illini

Attendance:
3rd  -  DuPage
2nd – Illinois Valley
1st – Racine

National Total Advance Grade Ranking:
6th Place – Rockford

National Elective Course Annual Ranking:
5th Place Cruise Planning – Michigan City
3rd Place Navigation Systems – Land of Lincoln
2nd Place Navigation Systems – Michigan City
2nd Place Weather – Kankakee Valley
1st Place Sail – Mid-Illini

Total Elective Courses Annual Ranking:
7th Place – Michigan City
4th Place – Mid-Illini

District Education National Ranking:
Advanced Grade by District

10th Place – Piloting
9th Place – JN

Elective Courses by District (D/20 #3 (out of 33):
3rd Place – Cruise Planning
3rd Place – Sail
3rd Place – Weather
3rd Place – Navigation Systems

On the occasion of the 2015 Fall Conference several members and squadrons were presented awards for achievements in Education
and Membership.   Additionally, we were pleased to learn that D/20 ranks very high in several educational categories at the national
level.  And hats off to Charles Havel, AP of DuPage Sail & Power Squadron who was presented with his 50 year membership plaque!
Congratulations to all for a job well done.

2015 Fall Conference Awards
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HARMON B. DEAL, Jr.

Winter is finally here.  For those of us that stick it out in the midwest, our boats are put away until
spring.  Hopefully the weather hasn’t slowed down your squadron activities. The off-season is a great
time to gather for social events, seminars, classes and boat shows.  A strong social/educational program
will go a long way to help keep your squadron vibrant and growing.

District 20 has some great events coming up.  On Saturday, 6 February, we will be meeting at Cabela’s
in Hoffman Estates for our annual Squadron Development Workshop.  It’s not just for bridge members,
everyone is welcome and we have something for all members.  In the morning, we’ll have a Town Hall
meeting with the district bridge and hear the latest news from national.  We’ll have keynote speakers
from Brunswick Corporation, makers of Lund, SeaRay, Bayliner and a variety of other boats and
sporting equipment. They will discuss the current state of the boating industry and new trends in their
product line.  In the afternoon, we’ll have break-out sessions on a variety of topics like DB2000, USPS
branding, what’s new in member benefits, and much more.

Mark your calendars for the weekend of 11-13 March when Skokie Valley will be hosting the Spring
Conference at the Eaglewood Resort & Spa in Itasca IL. We’ll have our annual expo where you can chat
with committee chairs and learn what’s happening in each of the departments; a guest speaker from
Friends of the Viking Ship is scheduled, and the D/20 Change of Watch festivities will be held on
Saturday evening.

I hope to see you all at these fun and educational events.

ForForForForFor     BOATING CLASSBOATING CLASSBOATING CLASSBOATING CLASSBOATING CLASS

SCHEDULES go to theSCHEDULES go to theSCHEDULES go to theSCHEDULES go to theSCHEDULES go to the

D/20 WebsiteD/20 WebsiteD/20 WebsiteD/20 WebsiteD/20 Website
uspsd20boating.orguspsd20boating.orguspsd20boating.orguspsd20boating.orguspsd20boating.org

 Internet AddressesInternet AddressesInternet AddressesInternet AddressesInternet Addresses
USPSUSPSUSPSUSPSUSPS - http://www.usps.org
D/20D/20D/20D/20D/20 - http://www.uspsd20.org
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DISTRICT
SECRETARY
D/Lt/C Anita Donkers, AP

Mark your Calendar
District 20

Squadron Development
Workshop

6 February 2016

 Key Note Speaker and Workshops
for the benefit of all

D/20 Members and Officers

With the New Year comes Change of
Watch season. And it’s time to publish
new rosters, both District and
Squadron. The new District roster will
be published in conjunction with the District Change of
Watch at the Spring Conference in March. All
Commanders will be receiving his / her roster pages as
they appear in the District roster for updating. The current
District roster can be found on SailAngle in the District 20
File Cabinet. Please use it for reference if you need to talk
to someone at the District level, or you need information
from another Squadron. Maybe DuPage wants to have an
on-the-water activity next summer in Racine; they can
contact Racine to ask them to join us, find out who to
contact for slips, where the best places to sail are. Maybe
an opportunity arises for your Squadron to hold an ABC
class close to another Squadron; a great opportunity to
share instructors and comradery. Use the District roster to
find the Squadron SEO.

D/C Pat Antoni, SN will conduct a db2000 seminar at the 6
February 2016 Squadron Development Workshop. You’ll
learn how to create your Squadron roster and many other
tricks. Join us at Cabela’s in Hoffman Estates; please see
the flyer in this issue of  the Trident; and reminders will be
sent via SailAngle and Trident Tidbits.

During the February National Meeting in Orlando an
announcement will be made about SailAngle getting a
facelift. Navigation will be easier and there will be new
features. More information will be sent out as it becomes
available.

Don’t forget that you can find photos from District
functions on SailAngle. You can also download your
photos to share.

The District and many Squadron websites had major
facelifts a couple of years ago thanks to P/C Jeff Geltz, JN
from Waukegan who created the website design and
continues to keep it fresh. Thank you Jeff for making this
District look awesome. I appreciate your taking care of all
of my requests in short order.

The Credentials Committee is an integral part of every
Conference. They collate the seat packets, confirm that a
quorum is present, tally the attendees for the attendance
award, and have a LOT of fun.  Who makes up the
Credentials Committee? P/C Tracann Mueller, AP (Fox
Valley), P/C Ruth Burd, AP (Land of Lincoln), Lt Ellen

Ludtke, AP (Waukegan), and Helaine Baldwin, P. Our
Conferences would not run smoothly without their help.
Thank you so much for knowing what to do and when to
do it.

At the Fall Conference in Bloomington we found ourselves
in the unusual situation where the entire Credentials
Committee was unable to attend.  So, how to get this done?
Not to worry. One of the most endearing reasons for
belonging to this organization is teamwork. In no time, the
packets were collated with the help of D/Lt Connie Runge,
SN and Racine Cdr Lee Holm, SN. Connie took care of
handing out voting cards, tallying up the numbers and
filling out the forms. Thank you for your help and
commitment to USPS.
As this is my last article for the Trident, I want to also
thank two very special people. P/C Natalie Witty, JN and
P/R/C Bill Witty, SN have edited and published the
newsletter for the past two years. They are old pros at this
job as they previously did the newsletter for many, many
years. I cannot thank you enough for taking on this job, for
your advice, for your friendship.

I would probably not make the meetings on time if it
weren’t for my husband, P/C David Donkers, SN. He sets
up my computer; schlepps everything around for me; and
does everything else that needs to be done. Thank you so
much for your support.

A final thank you to District 20 for the opportunity to serve
as your District Secretary for the past two years. It’s been
crazy…it’s been fun…it’s been rewarding.

Best wishes to the 2016 District 20 Bridge.
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USPS will have a Boating Skills Virtual Trainer (VT)
simulator at the Chicago Boat, RV & Strictly Sail
Show, scheduled 14-18 January 2016.  We expect
this will draw a lot of attention and more visitors
to the USPS booth this year, so the Boat Show
Committee is asking for extra volunteers.
 
The Boating Skills simulator is an award winning
training unit that allows students to practice
maneuvering a boat on an open lake, docking
and other exercises.  It is very realistic with three
large 3D monitors, steering wheel and throttle.
In fact, the Boating Skills VT simulator received
the 2015 Innovations Award from NASBLA.
 
In all, USPS has 18 Boating Skills simulators
developed through a grant from the U.S. Coast
Guard.  Working with the National Marine Mfg
Association, simulators are being shipped to
major boat shows across the country.  USPS is the
only organization that has a simulator for public
demonstration, and it will be advertised by the
show, drawing many visitors to our booth.

Volunteers receive free admission to the Boat
Show on the day you volunteer.  If you are
interested in lending a hand and learning to use
the new Boat Skills simulator, contact Jim Geske

Extra Boat Show
Volunteers Needed

(jim_geske@juno.com or call/text Jim at 847-
703-0885).
 
To learn more about the new Boating Skills
Virtual Trainer simulators, visit
www.usps.org/boatingskillevt
scenes

The Boat Skills VT includes:

Three 20 inch monitors

Boating consolle has a steering wheel
  and Mercury Marine throttle with trim
  buttons, navigation lights and horn

Ability to change wind and current
  Conditions, as well choosing day or



FALL CONFERENCE 2014
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  B    L   O   O    M    I    N    G   T   O

D/20 Nominating Committee Report

In accordance with the Bylaws of District 20, the following members are hereby nominated for
election at the 2016 District 20 Spring Conference.  All nominees have agreed to serve if
elected.  The District Educational Officer and Asst. Educational Officer have been approved by
National.

Office Name Squadron
District Commander D/Lt/C Harvey R. Young, SN Illinois Valley
Executive Officer D/Lt/C Michael B Ludtke, SN Waukegan
Educational Officer Stf/C Robert E. Canfield, JN Rockford
Administrative Officer
Secretary P/C Kenneth L. Crutcher, AP Land of Lincoln
Treasurer D/Lt/C  David W. Sallmann, JN Waukegan
Assistant Educational Officer Lt/C John F. Chenier, JN Chicago

Nominating Committee
Chairman P/D/C Bill F. Erdmann, SN Racine
Vice Chair P/D/C Caren B. Canfield, JN Rockford
2nd Vice Chair D/C Pat Antoni, SN Skokie Valley
Member (1 year) P/D/Lt/C Oscar Lutz, SN Waukegan
Member (2 Years) Cdr Julie A. Perry, JN Fox Valley

Rules Committee
Co-Chairman D/Lt Brent Blair, AP Rockford
Co-Chairman (2 Years) D/Lt Larry Fleck, AP Michigan City
Member (3 Years) D/Lt Robert Sloat, N Waukegan

Audit Committee
Chairman D/Lt Mark R. Villano, AP Waukegan
Member (1 year) Cdr Louise Potter, SN Kankakee Valley

BY VOTE OF THE  DISTRICT 20  NOMINATING COMMITTEE

P/D/C Karen D’Amico, AP
P/D/C Caren Canfield, JN
P/D/Lt/C Oscar Lutz, SN
P/C George Prescott, SN

P/D/C Bill F. Erdmann, SN - Chair
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