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Happy Holidays everyone. Hope the season has been as m’ ’K
enjoyable for you and your family asit hasfor mine. The new h A
year will bring many challenges with it, but I’m sure we will
weather the storm and bring success to our squadrons and the district. We all
love boating...that is the reason we will persevere.

The Nominating Committee has prepared a great slate for 2016. We have
representation from across the district which should help bring a broad
perspective to the bridge. | know they are looking forward to getting started as
soon as possible and will be contacting many of you to help with the various
committees. Please think long and hard about what you would like to do to
help the organization grow. If you are called, | hope you will say givethem a
resounding “ YES’. When we al pull together and the tasks get spread around,
everyone benefits and no one has to spend a huge amount of time.

If you think you might want to go south for awinter vacation, you should
consider attending the USPS annual meeting in Orlando. What a great place for
a February convention. Thereis so much to do...and you can still attend afew
meetings. At the time | was writing this article, 90% of the block had been
reserved. So you need to make up your mind quickly.

| don’t know how many of you have seen the Virtual Trainer devel oped by
USPS in partnership with the USCG, but you will have an opportunity to seeit,
play with it and help others use it if you sign up to stand watch at the
McCormick Place boat show in January. This should be an exciting event and
we need lots of help. Give P/IC Jim Geske, AP-IN acall and volunteer to help
out.

D/Lt/C Mike Ludtke, SN-IN has put together an interesting and diversified
program for the Squadron Development Workshop. You do not need to be an
officer to attend; there is something for everyone. Full details are included in
this newsletter. Review the agenda, then put the date on your calendar and plan
to attend.

Skokie Valley will be hosting the Spring Conference in March. They have afun
party planned for Friday night with Chuck Drager returning to entertain us.
Saturday will have an interesting speaker who will talk about the Viking Ship
that sailed from Norway to Chicago in 1893 and is displayed in GenevallL.

And Sunday there will be atour of alocal winery with the opportunity to taste
samples of avariety of different wines. This should be a fun weekend and an
opportunity to renew old acquaintances...and make new friends.

Our three-sided mission isto (1) provide a service to the public with our classes
and VSC's (2) to increase our understanding of maritime practices and (3) to
have fun. We do an excellent job with our classes, standing watch at boat
shows and conducting vessel safety checks. We have either taken all the classes
that have been offered, or are planning to take afew more. And we certainly
know how to have fun. Attending the Chicago Boat Show, the Squadron
Development Workshop and the Spring Conference addresses al three sides of
our mission. Why not make anew year’s resolution to become more involved
inour boating club. Try to attend all three of the next district events. Hopeto

seeyou there....



DISTRICT EXECUTIVE
OFFICER

D/Lt/C Harvey Young, SN-IN

Normally boating season comes to a halt at thistime of year. Unfortunately on the Illinois River boating never got off to
agood start in 2015 with high water and severe flooding. After the floods ebbed, the river had alot of floating debris
making boating conditions rather scary. Recreational boating on the Illinois River during the 2015 boating season was
probably down 75% from 2014. Recreational boating prior to this year had already dropped by nearly three quarters of
the number of boats on the river compared to eight to ten years ago. Ten years ago we would see more than a hundred
boats on the river and Peoria Lake on weekend days. This past summer if we would see eight or ten boats and two dozen
recreational boats at atimeit wasararesight. | did Vessel Safety Checks on at least ten boats that did not leave the
marinaall summer. Let's hope for better conditions for boating in 2016.

On a brighter theme, the D/20 Fall Conference at Bloomington was a festive party and avery well executed conference
and council. Commander Pat did great work keeping the meetings moving within the constraints of time. Everyone |
spoke with after the meetings were well satisfied with the results. Kudos to the Mid-Illini Squad that ran awell oiled
machine for the weekend. The Commander’s meeting was lively as we discussed opportunities our squadrons might
seize upon to spur growth in our organization. We also discussed possible deterrents to our success and how we might
handle or prevent them. Thanksto all the commanders who contributed to the discussion and ideas. We are blessed with
agood group of squadron leadersin D/20.

The D/20 Cruise and Rendezvous for 2016 will be at the IVY Club in Peoria on 30 July 2016. Stay tuned as Illinois
Valley prepares their brochure and presentation for this event. 1t should be ready by Squadron Development time
scheduled for 6 February 2016. Thereisalot to see and do in Peoriaincluding two large screen theaters, 1 iMax, and a
new state of the art Planetarium for all the celestial navigation types and just plain stargazers. And, of course, the D/20
Cruise and Rendezvous! Tentatively, registration will be electronically. Meals will not need to be paid in advance and
prices are very reasonable. The facility ishandicap friendly. Illinois Valley will provide several methods for securing
housing for the event without worrying about deadlines. And slips should be available for D/20 members arriving by

boat. Details are coming soon so be sure to put this on your calendar for 30 July 2016.




2015 Fall Conference Awar ds

On the occasion of the 2015 Fall Conference several members and squadrons were presented awards for achievements in Education
and Membership. Additionally, we were pleased to learn that D/20 ranks very high in several educational categories at the national
level. And hats off to Charles Havel, AP of DuPage Sail & Power Squadron who was presented with his 50 year membership plagque!

Congratulationsto all for ajob well done.

Teaching Aids:
Seamanship —Marci Sallmann, Waukegan

Engine Maintenance — Gary Magnuson, Mid Ilini

Weather - Gary Magnuson, Mid Illini
Best of Show — Gary Magnuson, Mid Illini
ABC —Outstanding Presentation:
39— Chicago
2 - Skokie Valley
1% — Kankakee
Educational Achievement:
3 — Rockford
2 — Waukegan
18— Mid Illini
PrinceHenry:
3 — Rockford
2 — Waukegan
18— Mid Illini
Educational Proficiency:
Larry Fleck, Michigan City
Bill Jenkins, Michigan City
Jeff Sandkam, Fox Valley
Member ship:
3rd — Decatur
2nd - Michigan City
1st — Mid Illini
Member ship Retention:
3 Way Tie - Mid Illini, Decatur, & Two Rivers
Member ship Growth:
39— Michigan City
2m — Rockford
18— Mid Illini
Attendance:
3¢ - DuPage
2" —1llinois Valley
1¢ — Racine
National Total Advance Grade Ranking:
6" Place — Rockford
National Elective Course Annual Ranking:
5" Place Cruise Planning — Michigan City
3 Place Navigation Systems— Land of Lincoln
2" Place Navigation Systems— Michigan City
2 Place Weather — Kankakee Valley
1% Place Sail —Mid-Illini
Total Elective CoursesAnnual Ranking:
7" Place — Michigan City
4" Place — Mid-Illini
District Education National Ranking:
Advanced Grade by District
10" Place — Piloting
9" Place— JN

Elective Courses by District (D/20 #3 (out of 33):

3 Place — Cruise Planning

3 Place — Sail

3" Place — Weather

3 Place — Navigation Systems
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DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATIVE

OFFICER
D/Lt/C Michael Ludke, SN-IN

Winter isfinally here. For those of usthat stick it out in the midwest, our boats are put away until
spring. Hopefully the weather hasn’t slowed down your squadron activities. The off-season is a great
time to gather for social events, seminars, classes and boat shows. A strong social/educational program
will go along way to help keep your squadron vibrant and growing.

District 20 has some great events coming up. On Saturday, 6 February, we will be meeting at Cabela's
in Hoffman Estates for our annual Squadron Development Workshop. It's not just for bridge members,
everyone is welcome and we have something for al members. In the morning, we'll have a Town Hall
meeting with the district bridge and hear the latest news from national. We'll have keynote speakers
from Brunswick Corporation, makers of Lund, SeaRay, Bayliner and avariety of other boats and
sporting equipment. They will discuss the current state of the boating industry and new trendsin their
product line. In the afternoon, we' Il have break-out sessions on a variety of topics like DB2000, USPS
branding, what’s new in member benefits, and much more.

Mark your calendars for the weekend of 11-13 March when Skokie Valley will be hosting the Spring
Conference at the Eaglewood Resort & Spain ItascalL. We'll have our annual expo where you can chat
with committee chairs and learn what’'s happening in each of the departments; a guest speaker from
Friends of the Viking Ship is scheduled, and the D/20 Change of Watch festivities will be held on
Saturday evening.

| hope to see you all at these fun and educational events.

For BOATING CLASS

Intermet Addresses
USPS - http://www.usps.org )
D/20 - http://www.uspsd20. org D/20 Website

uspsd20boating.org

SCHEDULES go to the




DISTRICT

SECRETARY
D/Lt/C Anita Donkers, AP

With the New Year comes Change of
Watch season. And it's time to publish
new rosters, both District and
Squadron. The new District roster will
be published in conjunction with the District Change of
Watch at the Spring Conference in March. All
Commanders will be receiving his/ her roster pages as
they appear in the District roster for updating. The current
District roster can be found on SailAngle in the District 20
File Cabinet. Please use it for reference if you need to talk
to someone at the District level, or you need information
from another Squadron. Maybe DuPage wants to have an
on-the-water activity next summer in Racine; they can
contact Racine to ask them to join us, find out who to
contact for dips, where the best placesto sail are. Maybe
an opportunity arises for your Squadron to hold an ABC
class close to another Squadron; a great opportunity to
share instructors and comradery. Use the District roster to
find the Squadron SEO.

D/C Pat Antoni, SN will conduct a db2000 seminar at the 6
February 2016 Squadron Development Workshop. You'll
learn how to create your Squadron roster and many other
tricks. Join us at Cabela's in Hoffman Estates; please see
the flyer in thisissue of the Trident; and reminders will be
sent via SailAngle and Trident Tidbits.

During the February National Meeting in Orlando an
announcement will be made about Sail Angle getting a
facelift. Navigation will be easier and there will be new
features. More information will be sent out as it becomes
available.

Don't forget that you can find photos from District
functions on SailAngle. You can also download your
photos to share.

The District and many Squadron websites had major
facelifts a couple of years ago thanks to P/C Jeff Geltz, JN
from Waukegan who created the website design and
continues to keep it fresh. Thank you Jeff for making this
District look awesome. | appreciate your taking care of al
of my requests in short order.

The Credentials Committee is an integral part of every
Conference. They collate the seat packets, confirm that a
guorum is present, tally the attendees for the attendance
award, and have a LOT of fun. Who makes up the
Credentials Committee? P/C Tracann Mueller, AP (Fox
Valley), P/C Ruth Burd, AP (Land of Lincoln), Lt Ellen

Ludtke, AP (Waukegan), and Helaine Baldwin, P. Our
Conferences would not run smoothly without their help.
Thank you so much for knowing what to do and when to
doit.

At the Fall Conference in Bloomington we found ourselves
in the unusual situation where the entire Credentials
Committee was unable to attend. So, how to get this done?
Not to worry. One of the most endearing reasons for
belonging to this organization is teamwork. In no time, the
packets were collated with the help of D/Lt Connie Runge,
SN and Racine Cdr Lee Holm, SN. Connie took care of
handing out voting cards, tallying up the numbers and
filling out the forms. Thank you for your help and
commitment to USPS.

Asthisismy last article for the Trident, | want to also
thank two very special people. P/C Natalie Witty, JN and
P/R/C Bill Witty, SN have edited and published the

newsl etter for the past two years. They are old pros at this
job as they previously did the newsletter for many, many
years. | cannot thank you enough for taking on thisjob, for
your advice, for your friendship.

| would probably not make the meetings on time if it
weren't for my husband, P/C David Donkers, SN. He sets
up my computer; schlepps everything around for me; and
does everything else that needs to be done. Thank you so
much for your support.

A final thank you to District 20 for the opportunity to serve
asyour District Secretary for the past two years. It's been
crazy...it'sbeen fun...it's been rewarding.

Best wishes to the 2016 District 20 Bridge.

Mark your Calendar

District 20
Squadron Development
Workshop
6 February 2016

Key Note Speaker and Workshops
for the benefit of all

\_ D/20 Members and Officers )




Extra Boat Show
Volunteers Needed

USPS will have a Boating Skills Virtual Trainer (VT)
simulator at the Chicago Boat, RV & Strictly Sail
Show, scheduled 14-18 January 2016. We expect
this will draw a lot of attention and more visitors ™
to the USPS booth this year, so the Boat Show
Committee is asking for extra volunteers.

The Boating Skills simulator is an award winning
training unit that allows students to practice The Boat SkillsVT includes:
maneuvering a boat on an open lake, docking
and other exercises. It is very realistic with three Three 20 inch monitors
large 3D monitors, steering wheel and throttle.
In fact, the Boating Skills VT simulator received

the 2015 Innovations Award from NASBLA. EOTHIIE, GETEE e e A TSN nEs

and Mercury Marinethrottlewith trim

In all, USPS has 18 Boating Skills simulators buttons, navigation lights and horn

developed through a grant from the U.S. Coast . .
Guard. Working with the National Marine Mfg Ab'“ty_ t_o change wind anc_i current
Association, simulators are being shipped to Conditions, aswell choosing day or
major boat shows across the country. USPS is the
only organization that has a simulator for public

demonstration, and it will be advertised by the . . ]
show, drawing many visitors to our booth. (jim_geske@juno.com or call/textJim at 847~
703-0885).

Volunteers receive free admission to the Boat . ]
Show on the day you volunteer. If you are To learn more about the new Boating Skills

interested in lending a hand and learning to use Virtual Trainer simulators, visit
the new Boat Skills simulator, contact Jim Geske ~ WWW.usps.org/boatingskillevt




D/20 Squadron Development Workshop
6 February 2016
1000 - 1600

Cabela’s Hoffman Estates
5225 Prairie Stone Parkway, Hoffman Estates, IL (847) 645-0400

Time Topic Location - Cabela’s
1000 - 1115 Welcome/Town Hall Meeting Rhino
1115-1200 Keynote: Brunswick — State of the Boating Industry Rhino
1215 - 1330 Lunch Rhino

Workshop Breakouts - Set #1
1330- 1430 AO & Secretary Meeting Rhino
1330 -1430 SEO Meeting Blue Stem
1330 - 1430 Commanders & XO Meeting White Oak
Workshop Breakouts - Set #2
1430 - 1530 Intro to DB2000 Rhino
1430 -1530 On-The-Water & Your Classes Blue Stem
1430-1530 Instructor Recertification White Oak
1530 - 1600 Closing Remarks Rhino
Morning Sessions: Afternoon Sessions:

AO & Secretary Meeting

DAO Mike Ludtke, SN-CN; Waukegan Sail and Power Squadron
D/Secy Anita Donkers, AP; DuPage Sail & Power Squadron
Learn about the best practices for USPS branding and hear
about the current USPS Member Benefits.

SEO Meeting
D/SEQ Robert Canfield, JN; Rockford Sail and Power Squadron

Welcome/Town Hall Meeting

Join the District 20 Bridge for a town hall meeting.
Following announcements from the bridge, there
will be plenty of time for questions from the
audience.

Keynote Speakers: Brunswick Corp.

We will have two Brunswick representatives as our
Keynote Speakers.

Speaker one will discuss the state of the marine
market and what Brunswick foresees as the future
for the boating industry.

Speaker two will discuss customer and product

trends specific to Brunswick and their product lines.

$10 Lunch Option — Must pre-order by sending an
email to Ellen Ludtke at emludtke@gmail.com; NO later
than 30 January 2016; no exceptions ©.

Turkey, Roast Beef or Ham (please specify
your choice) with American Cheese on
Ciabbata Bread, includes lettuce, tomato,
condiments, chips and soft drink/water.

Plus delicious fudge from Cabela’s sweet shop.

Squadron SEOs will get together to share information about
HQ-800 and other tools to improve their educational
department.

Commander & XO Meeting

D/C Pat Antoni, SN; Skokie Valley Sail and Power Squadron

DXO Harvey Young, SN-IN; Illinois Valley Sail & Power Squadron
Squadron Commanders will get together to share information
on the successes and struggles of managing their squadron.
XOs can learn and share ideas as they prepare to move into
the position of Squadron Commander.

Intro to DB2000

D/C Pat Antoni, SN; Skokie Valley Scil and Power Squadron

Learn how to use DB2000 to prepare your roster, historian
report, track course completions—all covered in this overview.

On-The-Water Training

P/D/C Richard Spurr, SN-CN; Chicago Sail and Power Squadron
Learn how the on-the-water programs are being integrated
into the USPS educational classes and seminars.

Instructor Recertification

D/1%/Lt James Runge, SN; Racine Sail and Power Squadron

If it’s been more than 4 years since your ID certification, you
need your recertification to keep current.



D/20 Nominating Committee Report

In accordance with the Bylaws of District 20, the following members are hereby nominated for
election at the 2016 District 20 Spring Conference. All nominees have agreed to serve if
elected. The District Educational Officer and Asst. Educational Officer have been approved by

National.

Office

District Commander
Executive Officer
Educationa Officer
Administrative Officer
Secretary

Treasurer

Assistant Educational Officer

Nominating Committee
Chairman

Vice Chair

2" Vice Chair

Member (1 year)
Member (2 Years)

Rules Committee
Co-Chairman
Co-Chairman (2 Years)
Member (3 Years)

Audit Committee
Chairman
Member (1 year)

Name Squadron
D/Lt/C Harvey R. Young, SN Illinois Valley
D/Lt/C Michael B Ludtke, SN Waukegan
Stf/C Robert E. Canfield, N Rockford

P/C Kenneth L. Crutcher, AP Land of Lincoln
D/Lt/C David W. Sallmann, JN Waukegan
Lt/C John F. Chenier, JN Chicago

P/D/C Bill F. Erdmann, SN Racine
P/D/C Caren B. Canfield, JN Rockford

D/C Pat Antoni, SN Skokie Valley
P/D/Lt/C Oscar Lutz, SN Waukegan
Cdr JulieA. Perry, JN Fox Valley
D/Lt Brent Blair, AP Rockford
D/Lt Larry Fleck, AP Michigan City
D/Lt Robert Sloat, N Waukegan

D/Lt Mark R. Villano, AP Waukegan
Cdr Louise Potter, SN Kankakee Valley

BY VOTE OF THE DISTRICT 20 NOMINATING COMMITTEE

P/D/C Karen D’ Amico, AP
P/D/C Caren Canfield, JN
P/D/Lt/C Oscar Lutz, SN
P/C George Prescott, SN

P/D/C Bill F. Erdmann, SN - Chair
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D/20 Spring Conference
11-13 March 2016

FRIDAY: Start with a trip to the spa, hot tub or
swimming pool. Then plan to attend a fun Masquer-
ade Party. Come dressed in anything you want that
is BLACK or WHITE or a combination of black and
white. By popular demand Chuck Drager is making
a return appearance. Chuck will entertain you with
his vocal impressions of Frank Sinatra, Johnny
Cash, Louis Armstrong, Bobby Darin and others.
Chuck loves to have people dance to his mu-
sic....so plan to join in the festivities. Later in the
evening, make the rounds of the hospitality suites
hosted by several squadrons and spend the rest of
the night visiting with friends.

SATURDAY: Start the day with coffee, and...in
the friendship room. Then stop by the Expo to see

what each department of D/20 has to offer

You are cordlally invited to attend
A Black and "White
Masquerade Party

To celebrate the Spring Conterence for

District 20

Please Join us
Jriday, 11 March, 2016
7:00 pm until 10:00 pm

Eaglewood Resort & Spa
1401 Nordic Road
Itasca, lllinois 60143

that will help your squadron be successful. Later,
plan to attend an interesting presentation by Dave
Nordin who is a member of “Friends of the Viking
Ship”. He will talk about a Viking ship that was built in
Norway and sailed to Chicago for the Columbia Expo-
sition in 1890s. The ship is now located in Geneva IL.
After lunch is the conference meeting and then dinner

and installation of new district officers.

SUNDAY: Before heading home, sign up to visit
Lynfred Winery in Roselle IL. for a tour of their wine
production area followed by a guided sampling of
seven different Lynfred wines. You will also have time
to shop at world famous Woodfield Shopping Mall a
couple miles away in Schaumburg.

We have a great weekend planned for you.
You don’t want to miss the fun.

Mark Your Calendar and Sign Up Today |



EAGLEWOOD District 20 Spring Conference
11—13 March 2016

[N
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1401 Nordic Road HOSted by
feosminte Skokie Valley Sail & Power Squadron

Room Rate: $109.00 per night plus taxes and $14.95 resort fee

Room Block is limited. Make Reservations by 19 February at 877-285-6150
Be sure to mention United States Power Squadron, District 20 Spring Conference

Junior Suites: $159.00 per night plus taxes and $14.95 resort fee. (perfect size for hospitality suite)

The resort fee includes use of the pool and fitness center facilities, daily newspaper, in-room coffee, internet access, 2
bottles of water and parking.

Rank Name Grade Squadron Telephone
Lunch Price No. Total Schedule of Events
Buffet with entrée, salad Friday 11 March
Dessert, coffee or tea $27.00 $ 1500-1800 Registration
Diner Selsetions 1800-2000 Commander’s meeting
: o 1900-2200 Masquerade Party
G.rllled Sirloin of Beef 2200— Hospitality Suites
with Port Demi $41.00 $
Saturday 12 March
Pan Seared Salmon 0700-1000 Friendship Room
with Tequila Béarnaise $41.00 $ 0700-1000 Registration
Seared Amish Breast of gggg‘??gg (E?ﬁ':cers meetings
. - Xpo
Chrolen Iatsda i $ 1100-1200 Friends of Viking Ship
Dinner includes : 1200-1330 Lunch
Midwest Greens Salad, Garlic Mashed Potatoes. 1300-1330 Verification of Delegates
Grilled Herbed Broccolini, Chocolate Layer Cake 1330-1700 Conference
with Whipped Cream, dinner rolls, coffee, tea 1800-1900 Cocktails
1900 - Dinner, Installation and raffle
Sunday: Winery Tour  $12.00 $ 2200—-? Hospitality Suites
ol §_ Sunday 13 March
Make checks payable to D/20 Spring Conference 1030 -1200 Lynfred Winery Tour, Roselle,
Registration and check should be sent by 1 March to: or Woodfield Shopping Mall
: Dress Code:
Jim Soylfa Friday: Black or white or Black & White clothes
1757 E. Carib Ln Saturday (day):
Mt. Prospect, IL. 60056 Uniform F—White long sleeve, black pants and tie
Saturday (night):

Check if first time attending conference ETE SRR e
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